AL 




















== THE SOUTHERN 


PRESBYTERIAN 
>>> JOURNAL ::: 


A Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the 
statement, defense and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints 


Ss 
i f 
od i Wl JULY 29, 1953 


EVERLASTING VICTOR 














"FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
1S QUICK AND POWERFUL, 
AND SHARPER THAN ANY 
TWO-EDGED SWORD.’ ° 

HEB 4/2 











VOL. XII NO. 13 $2.50 A YEAR 











THE SOUTHERN 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor 


Mr. Chalmers W. Alexander Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. Rev. J. Kenton Parker 

Rev. W. W. Arrowood, D.D. Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D Rev. H. Lawrence Love, Jr. Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D Rev. Chas. G. McClure, D.D Rev. Wade C. Smith 

Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. Dr. J. Park McCallie Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, III, D.D. 


Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D Re\ 


Mr. Frank M. Akers, Jr. Mr. Hugh Dickson Mr. Kenneth Keyes 

Mr Richardson Ayres Dr. H. E. Dustin Mr. T. Walker Lewis 
D1. L. Nelson Bell, Sec.-Treas Mr. S. Donald Fortson Mr. T. S. McPhceeters 
Mr. William Cannon Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. Rev. T. A. Painter, D.D. 


Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 
Mr. Harvey G. Davis 


Mr. Chas. C. Dickinson, Chairman 





PRESBYTERIAN 


The Journal has no official connection with the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor......... — 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


John Reed Miller, D.D Rev. W. Twyman Williams, D.D 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Mr. W. Gettys Guille 
Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. 
Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. Mr. Horace Hull 


JOURNAL | 


Ries ae a. Weaverville, N.C. 
Asheville, N.C. 


Mr. V. G. Philips 

Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Mr. Milton Scott 

Mr. A. R. Shaw 








EDITORIAL 


The Plan Of Union Does 
Not Go Back To 1861 In 
Its Doctrinal Basis 


Objection was made to the request for doctrinal 
safeguards in the Plan of Union on the ground 
that our safeguards, now existing in the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S.. were not in existence in 
1861. This objection forgets, however, that the USA 
Church with which we are asked to unite has made 
changes in their doctrinal basis since 1861, and 
that these changes are to carry on in the united 
Church. In 1870 the Old School Church from 
which we separated in 1861 united with the New 
School Church on the basis of the allowance of the 
New School views which we had repudiated in 
1837. In 1906 the USA Church united with the 
Cumberland Church on a basis which allowed their 
semi-Arminian views. In 1925 the Auburn Affirma- 
tionists threat to split the Church and a declaration 
of nullification read to the General Assembly by 
York Presbytery, forced 
the allowance of ministers who could not accept the 
virgin birth of Christ. Thus we are asked to unite 
with a Church that has moved far in the direction 
of broad church latitudinarianism since 1861. Fut 


the spokesman for New 


ther, one hears reports from various leaders that the 
proposed Presbyterian merger is only the prelude 
to interdenominational mergers which will be con- 
summated on the basis of the lowest common doc 
trinal denominator. 


In the meantime the Presbyterian Church in the 
US has sought to maintain the Westminster Stand 
ards in Before taking 
School Churches located 
in the South into our Assembly we had them repudi 
ate the errors charged against the New School. In 
1940 our General Assembly directed its Committee 
on Cooperation and Union to insist on purity of 


their purity and strength. 


the small group of New 
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doctrine. In the 1943 Plan of Union our (US) 
ordination vows were presented with their promise 
to notify one’s presbytery if one found himself out 
of accord with any of the fundamentals of our sys 
tem of doctrine. This provision was opposed by the 
Auburn Affirmationist wing of the USA Church 
with their periodical the Presbyterian ‘Tribune and 
defeated in the USA presbyteries. Accordingly, it 
does not appear in the more recent editions of the 
Plan. In 1939 our Assembly unanimously passed an 
interpretation of our ordination vows as involving 
the full biblical testimony to our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, which action was approved as an in 
thesi deliverance by the 1940 Assembly, and approv- 
ed for substance in the Lilly Resolution of the 1942 
Assembly. The identical resolution came before the 
1941 USA Assembly in the Cedar Rapids Over- 
ture, but was radically re-written by the Chairman 
of the Bills and Overture Committee so as to have 
been virtually rejected—and does not appear in the 
Plan of Union. In the opening sermon at the 1953 
General Assembly, the leader of the pro-union ma 
jority made a moving appeal for the things that 
lie at the center. Accordingly, we hold that it is in 
accord with the genius and history of the Presby 
terian Church in the United States to insist on an 
adequate safeguard for the doctrinal purity of the 
Church, And, therefore, we respectfully but urgent 
ly, make this request of the Committee on Coopet 
ation and Union, and invite others to join with us 
Wm.C.R. 


in the same, 


THE BIBLE 
Central Or Peripheral? 
What place does the Bible have in our personal 


Christ? Is it central or is 
nant or 1s it incidental? 


lives and in our work for 


it J 
Is it don 


it peripheral? 


This is not a questior 
the matter of effective Christian living, personal 
witnessing and victory over sin depends on the pl: 


given (jod’s Word in our own hearts and lives. 
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With the multiplied demands on the Christian 
vorker of today, demands which are increased by 
the complexities of the society of which we are a 
part, there is a natural desire to train such workers 
n sociology, psychology and the many paths of ac- 
tivity designed to integrate the Church into daily 
iving. As valuable and as desirable as these all can 
ve, no Christian worker is properly prepared for 
his task until he has both a knowledge of and proper 
valuation of the Bible as the prime instrument in 
the Christian’s armament. 


Without reference to any particular institution, 
it is our conviction that the average graduate of 
Church-related colleges and seminaries has not had 
sufficient grounding in the Scriptures. Instead of 
being the central book of instruction it becomes but 
one of many courses in an already over-crowded 
curriculum. 


As important as other courses may be, it might 
be possible to dispense with much of the time given 
to them and still produce great and effective Chris- 
tian leadership, provided students emerged from 
these institutions steeped in the Word of God; for, 
human wisdom to the contrary, it is still the Word 
which God honors and blesses in our ministry for 
Him. It is still the Word which, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, brings light and conviction to the 
heart and faith to the soul. 


Such a thesis is not popular today, but it is con- 
firmed by experience and can be demonstrated to be 
absolutely true. A life conformed to God’s Word 
and a witness using that same Word as the Sword 
of the Spirit continues to be a living testimony to 
the place God attaches to His Word in His work. 


Just as Christian institutions need to give central 
place to the Scriptures if those who pass through 
their halls are to become effective Christian wor- 
kers, so also individual Christians must give first 
place to the Word of God in their daily lives. 


In some quarters it is popular to discount both 
the complete reliability of the Book and its rightful 
place of authority in matters both of faith and liv- 
ing, but each generation has had demonstrated to it 
that those whom God has greatly used in the win- 
ning of souls have, without exception, been those 
who have placed the Word and its teachings at the 
enter of their lives and of their message. 


That is why we must know and be able to use 


A Record-Breaker 


Rev. George Summey, D.D., LL.D., was elected 
Moderator of the General Assembly, in Lexington, 
Ky., in 1925. He is the oldest living Moderator of 
our church as to age, but Dr. Walter L. Lingle in 
point of service is older because he was elected in 
Charlotte, N. C., in 1920. 


[ saw Dr. Summey at the General Assembly in 
Atlanta in 1948, also at the Assembly at Massan- 
netta Springs, in 1950, and the week before at 
Davidson Commencement in 1950. On each of these 
occasions | said to him, “Dr. I hope and pray that 
vou will live to be 100, and break all records.” He 
has done just that. On June 3, 1953, more than a 
month ago he passed the century mark and became 
a centenarian. His daughter, Mrs. Dinwiddie, writes 
me that he is very feeble in body but clear in mind 
and is so grateful to God that he has reached the 
century mark and is very appreciative of the letters, 
cards, and other tokens of esteem and affection that 
he receives from his friends. 


We can notice several records that he has broken: 


1. As to age. His nearest rival in our church that 
[ have ever known was Dr. L. P. Bowen of Mar- 
shall, Mo., whom I met in the Synod of Missouri 
40 or 50 years ago. I told him I had read a book 
that he had written, from a Sunday School library, 
called “The Old Preacher’s Story” that made a 
lasting impression on me as a boy. At my request 
he secured me a copy. He was born in 1833 — 20 
years before Dr. Summey, and came into the South- 
ern church with the Synod of Missouri in 1874. 
He died in 1933 at the age of 99 years, 10 months, 
and 3 days, lacking only 56 days of being 100. Of 
course my knowledge of our church is incomplete, 
and some one may know of an older man than that 
but I do not. 


2. Dr. Summey at the age of 17, was the young- 
est graduate Davidson ever had and at 20 he was 
the youngest graduate that Union Theological Sem- 
inary—then at Hampden Sidney, now in Richmond 
—ever had and for many years he has been the old- 
est Alumnus of both institutions. 


3. As to years of service as an ordained minister 
he has had no rival. For more than eighty years he 
has rendered distinguished service to our church. 
In all this time he has been one of the leaders of 
our church and has done much to make our church 
what it is. As far as my limited knowledge goes | 
do not know of any man in modern history that has 
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having taken the full course prescribed by out 
church of four years college and three years in the 
Seminary. 


Gipsy Smith, the famous evangelist, born in 
1860, died in 1947, with little or no formal educa- 
tion — taught himself to read — began preaching 
when he was 17 years old and preached 70 years. 


He died at 87. 


| don’t know where we would have to go to find 
where any minister lived to render 80 years of pub- 
lic service to the church. 


Moses, the man of God, lived to be 120 years old 
and “his eye was not dimmed nor his natural force 
abated” —W hat a Man! But Moses spent 80 years 
in preparation to do the work of 40, as Deliverer, 
Leader, and Law giver of Israel. 


Samuel when a mere boy took over the priest- 
hood at the death of Eli, and his wicked sons who 
were slain in battle, he became the first of the 
Prophets and last of the Judges. But we do not 
know how long he lived. 


Daniel as a youth became a statesman and a 
prophet during the period of the Babylonian cap- 
tivity of 70 years, but we do not know just when 


he died. 


John, the beloved disciple, was called to follow 
Jesus when a young man probably in the twenties. 
He died we are told by Irenaeus in the reign of 
Trajan 98-117. Possibly John served Christ for as 
much as 80 years but we are not sure he did. 


Dr. Summey can truly say, I have nearly “finished 
my course, I have fought a good fight, I have kept 
the faith, henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteousness which the Lord the Righteous 
Judge will give me in that day and not to me only 
but unto all them that love his appearing.” The 
Southern church will miss him and doubtless we 
will never see his equal again. -J.E.F. 


The Ownership Of 
Local Church Property 


By Henry E. Davis 
Florence, S.C. 


Although the writer served as a member of the 
ad interim committee on church property set up by 
the 1952 General Assembly, and joined in the minor- 
ity report, he has always been at a loss to under- 
stand what the General Assembly thought could be 
accomplished either by such committee or by any 
action taken by the Assembly on its report. Beyond 
any peradventure, the ownership of church property 
is a question of civil law, and “ecclesiastical tribun- 
als have no authority as recognized by law to en- 
tertain any civil question, or in any manner effect 
a disposition of property by the decisions of their 
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judicartories.”” Hence, both the action of the com 
mittee and that of the 1953 General Assembly o: 
its reports were but futile gestures. 


However, the appointment of the committee an: 
the action of the 1953 General Assembly on it 
reports served the purpose of bringing into the ope: 
the clashing views of those who contend for pres 
bytery control, if not absolute ownership, of th 
property of local churches, and of those who deny 
any such authority in Presbytery and assert the 
absolute ownership of their properties by the con 
gregations of the local churches. 


The majority report of this ad interim committee, 
first, declared that the beneficial ownership of the 
property of a particular church of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States is in the congregation 
of such church, and then, second, attempted with- 
out any warrant whatever to say that the tenure of 
such property was controlled by Presbytery. 


The minority report of the committee challenged 
both of these statements, and asserted affirmatively 
(1) that the congregation of a local church has the 
absolute and not merely the beneficial ownership of 
its property, and (2) that the tenure of its property 
by a local church is the relationship existing between 
it and the State as Sovereign, and that Presbytery 
has nothing to do with it. 


In presenting the two reports to the 1953 Gen- 
eral Assembly, the Chairman of the committee stated 
frankly that they represented, respectively, the now 
prevalent views of the two schools of thought in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. Accepting this state- 
ment as correct, we proceed to label and discuss 
these two views. 


The first we designate the clerical view, and the 
second the legal view. 


This clerical view is utterly without foundation 
is a figment of the imagination of its advocates, and 
is based on wishful thinking rather than the solid 
foundation of legal precedents. 


The legal view is not based on the vain imagina 
tions of proponents of organic union, which are but 
sinking sand, but rests on the bedrock of judicial! 
decisions rendered by courts that had the sole and 
exclusive jurisdiction to speak on the questions in 
volved, 


Briefly, the law on the subject may be stated 
thus: The title to the property of a local church 
is to be determined from a construction of the lan 
guage of the deed, will or other instrument in writ 
ing that passed the property, and such construction 
is solely for the civil courts. No deed, will or other 
instrument in writing (unless it expressly so de 
clares) passes title to a “beneficial” interest in the 
property, but passes ¢it/e to the property itself. Hence 
the use 1 “beneficial” with reference ti 
the ownership of church property is unwarrante 


of the word 


unless the language used compels such construction 
The property of a particular church of the Pres 
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yyterian Church in the United States is owned by 
he congregation, which ordinarily consists of the 
ommunicant members of that particular church; 
ind the title thereto may be held for such congrega- 
tion in any way that conforms to the civil laws gov- 
rning the temporalities of religious societies in the 
state in which the property is geographically situat- 
ed. The holder for such congregation of the title to 
said property, whether such holder be a corporation, 
trustees or other legal entity, is solely a creation of 
civil law, and such legal creation can not be dis- 
solved or regulated, nor can its legal relations to 
said property be abrogated or altered, by any ecclesi- 
istical judicatory. 


In an article published in the issue of The South- 
ern Presbyterian Journal for September 20, 1950, 
the writer reviewed the authorities covering the 
question. Study of subsequent cases has caused no 
change in his views, and the reader is referred to 
such article for a summary of the civil law on the 
subject. 


The article referred to sufficiently takes care of 
the legal view so we pass on to the clerical view. 


The majority report of this ad interim commit- 
tee attempted to modify the above established prin 
ciples of law by adding this statement: 


“In every instance, nothing in the manner of tenure 
of such property or the use thereof shall be in viola 
tion of the obligation of such congregation to the 
body of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
as established by the Constitution of such Church.” 


Further, in the preface to the majority report, it is 
stated : 


“The following paragraphs are merely declaratory 
of the existing applicable principles found in o1 
necessarily implied from the provisions of the Con 
stitution of the Presbyterian Church.” 


So there you have it from these two co-related state 
ments: A local church of the Presbyterian Church 
n the United States holds title to its property sub 
ject to the control of Presbytery regardless of the 
nstruments that created such title. All of this is 
sheer assumption, and would not receive even scant 
consideration in a civil court. 


Examine the two statements more carefully. The 
first declares that the tenure and use of its property 
wv a local church shall not violate the Constitution 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States. 
Such Constitution is defined by Paragraph 165 of 
the Book of Church Order. Just what provision of 
such Constitution is violated by the absolute owner- 
ship of its property by the congregation of a local 
church, we are nowhere told, and for the very good 
reason that no such provision exists. The statement 
that the tenure of its property by a local church is 
regulated by the Constitution of the denomination 
to which it belongs is bold usurpation. When was 
in ecclesiastical tribunal given jurisdiction and au- 
thority to determine the tenure of real property? 
Che source of title to all real property is the State, 
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and it, and it alone, determines the tenure and use 
of all such property within its borders. Tenure is a 
technical word, and defines the relationship existing 
between the owner of real estate and his sovereign 
government. “Tenure implies not only the actual 
holding by one of or under another, but also the 
terms upon which he holds his lands.” 1 Washburn 
on Real Property, page +5. When did a local church 
start holding its property under the Presbytery and 
not under the State? 


In regulating this matter of tenure, the Legisla 
ture of South Carolina in 1712 enacted a statute 
declaring that “the only tenure of lands in this 
State is that of free and common socage.” This is 
still the law of that state as set forth in Title 57, 
Chapter |, Section 1, of the Code of 1953. Similar 
statutes exist in practically all of the American 
states. So when an eccle-iastical tribunal starts regu- 
lating tenure, it is treading on forbidden ground. 


It is next asserted that this Presbytery ownership 
or control of the property of a local church “is 
necessarily implied from the provisions of the Con- 
stitution of the Presbyterian Church.” Waiving 
the failure to specify the provisions, we would ask 
the authors of such doctrine whether they realize 
that title to real property can not be created by im 
plication. The Statute of Frauds is existent in all 
the States of the Union (37 Corpus Juris Secundum, 
page 513), and under its provisions “title to land 
can not be shown otherwise than by written evi 
dence.” Ibid, page 576. 


Even when applicable, the rule of necessary im 
plication is but a rule of construction, the sole func 
tion of which is to aid in the interpretation of the 
words used in a grant or devise of property. “It 
refers to a logical not a physical necessity, and im- 
plies that no other interpretation is permitted by 
the words of the instrument construed.” 42 Corpus 
Juris Secundum, page 405, and cases cited. 


A provision in a church constitution can not pass 
title to real property, as that is but an attempt by 
an ecclesiastical court to decide a civil matter. There- 
fore, the doctrine of necessary implication can never 
be applied to such a provision when it is sought to 
interpret it as a power to determine title to land. 


Hence, if the written instrument that creates the 
title to the property of the local church does not 
expressly put it in the Presbytery, it belongs abso- 
lutely to the local church. 


{ttorney General vs. Jolly, 21 S. C. Equity, 379. 


At the meeting of the 1953 General Assembly was 
distributed a circular written by Rev. Ben Lacy 
Rose, entitled ‘The Presbyterian Doctrine of 
Church Property.” This is a case where the shoe 
maker should have stuck to his last instead of assum- 
ing to pontificate on a subject about which he knew 
less than nothing. The fallacies of this document 
were exposed and all of its conclusions were over- 
thrown by an article by Hon. L. Elmo Holt, an 
attorney of Atlanta, Georgia, published in The 
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Southern Presbyterian Journal on August 20, 1952, 
and by an article by Hon. C. Ellis Ott, a former 
Louisiana Judge, published in the Journal on Au- 
gust 27, 1952. Both of these articles are now avail- 
able in pamphlet form. 


The present writer has no intention of trenching 
on the field covered by these two able lawyers, but 
he purposes to answer by legal precedent the basic 
contention of the author of this circular as set forth 
therein and as supported by his erring followers. 


The first answer to this circular is that THERE IS 
NOT NOW, AND THERE NEVER HAS BEEN, ANY PRES- 
BYTERIAN DOCTRINE OF CHURCH PROPERTY. We 
challenge successful refutation of this proposition. 


Paragraph 57 of the Book of Church Order is 
explicit in its denial of any such doctrine, as it de- 
clares that church courts have no “jurisdiction in 
political or civil affairs * * * but their authority is 
in all respects moral or spiritual.” 


The basic contention of the author of the circular 
under discussion and of his followers is thus stated 
therein: 

“It is the view of the Book of Church Order that 
the local church is a creation of the presbytery; that 
the local church has no real existence apart from the 
presbytery, and that all its life in all its doings as a 
church, it is responsible to and under the authority 
of the presbytery which created it. According to the 
Book of Church Order there is only one way in which 
a Presbyterian church can come into existence. Para 
graph 26 is quite specific in saying “A church can be 
organized only by the authority of presbytery’. A 
group of people may constitute themselves into a 
Baptist or a Congregational church but according to 
the Book of Church Order, a Presbyterian church can 
be organized only by the authority of presbytery.” 


This reasoning is plausible, but thoroughly unsound 
and specious. No presbytery or other ecclesiastical 
tribunal can create an entity that the civil law will 
recognize. Neither can it endow such entity with 
attributes, power and authority that the civil law 
will enforce when these deal with title to real prop- 
erty. This is implicit in the fundamental principle 
of the absolute separation of Church and State that 
is an integral part of the constitution of every 
American state. An apparent exception to this rule 
of the absence of power of an ecclesiastical tribunal 
to endow one of its creatures with authority to hold 
real property exists with reference to the Roman 
Catholic Church. However, in the case of Ponce vs. 
Roman Catholic Apostolic Church in Porto Rico, 
210 U. S. 296, 52 L. ed. 1068, Chief Justice Fuller 
reviewed the authorities, both legal and historical, 
and demonstrated that the Catholic Church had 
been recognized as a corporation sole and capable 
of holding property since the days of Constantine, 
that this conception of its corporate existence and 
powers had been later worked out by the canonists 
in England, and that such existence and powers 
had been recognized as part of the common law by 
the English courts before the end of the fourteenth 
century. So that the unique position occupied by a 
Roman Catholic bishop as a corporation sole and 
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the owner of all Catholic Church property in his 
diocese is not due to the creation of such an entity 
by an ecclesiastical judicatory, but is due to State 
action through the common law, which unless 
changed by statute is the law universally adminis 
tered by all American State courts. 


What the author of this circular failed to recog 
nize is that in every local church there are two 
distinct entities, the one spiritual, the other tem- 
poral. The spiritual entity, which is the one organ- 
ized by Presbytery, can not hold property, but its 
functions and powers, as declared by the Book of 
Church Order in Paragraph 57, are “in all respects 
moral or spiritual.’’ On the other hand, the State 
steps in and either by its common law prescribes 
the status of an unincorporated local church, or 
through its proper officers grants a charter to the 
local church and defines its powers. In either case, 
this entity exists by virtue of State action alone, 
and its powers with respect to the holding of real 
property likewise derive from the State alone. 


The distinction between the two entities existing 
in a local church was first clearly pointed out and 
explained in 1846 by one of the greatest of Amer- 
ican judges, Chancellor William Harper, in the 
Johns Island Presbyterian Church Case, 19 S. C. 
Equity, 192. The law therein expressed by that 
eminent authority has been crystallized in the fol- 
lowing statement by one of the leading modern text- 
writers, 45 American Jurisprudence, page 727: 

“A church society by incorporating does not lose 
its existence or become wholly merged in the corpora 
tion. The religious corporation and the Church, al 
though one may exist within the pale of the other, 
are in no respects correlative. The objects of the one 
are moral and spiritual; the other deals exclusively 
with things temporal and material. Each as a body 
is entirely independent and free from any direct 
control or interference by the other. Thus, whenevei 
there is an incorporated church, there are two entities 

the one, the church, as such not owing its ecclesi- 
astical or spiritual existence to the civil law, and the 
other, the legal corporation, each separate, although 
closely allied. The former is purely voluntary and is 
not a corporation or a quasi-corporation. On the other 
hand, a corporation if formed for the acquisition and 
taking care of the property of the church must be 


regarded as a legal personality, and is in no sense 
ecclesiastical in its functions 


Among the leading decisions supporting this rule 
are: 


Hundley vs. Collins, 90 Am. St Rep. 33 (Ala.) 

Christian Church vs. Sommer, 123 Am. St Rep. 27 
Ala.) 

Petty vs. Tooker, 21 N. Y. 267 

Nance vs. Busby. 91 Tenn. 303 


In Hundley vs. Collins, supra, the Court said: 


“The spiritual entity of a church made up of mem 
bers belonging to it, existing without any special law 
to that effect, is a different and distinct body in the 
contemplation of law from the same body when in 
corporated under statutes—the two having different 
functions to perform, the one religious, the other 
civil 


To clinch the matter: Presbytery organizes a local 
church, and to it no charter of incorporation is is 
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sued by the State. A deed is then made to this Pres- 
bytery-organized church by name. What interest has 
Presbytery in the property so conveyed to its pro- 
veny ? Its organization was purely ecclesiastical, and 
the product thereof has no power to hold property 
since the State as the civil authority did not step 
n and endow Presbytery’s child with such authority. 
Under such state of facts, the property conveyed to 
Presbytery’s child belongs absolutely and exclusive 
y to the individuals who compose its membership, 
ind Presbytery has no interest in it. 


Writing in 1844, Chancellor Harper, in decid 
ng the first appeal in the case of Attorney General 
vs. Jolly, 18 S. C. Equity, 99, declared after re- 
viewing the authorities: 


I understand these principles to be settled by the 
decisions referred to. If there be a bequest to a society 
by that name, the individuals composing it, who may 
be identified by evidence, take as natural persons in 
the same manner as if each had been particularly 
named 


Just one hundred and three years later, Judge Tay 
lor H. Stukes, of the Supreme Court of South Caro- 
lina, in the case of Jeffery vs. Ehrhardt, 210 S. C. 


519, 43 S. E. (2d) 483, laid down and applied the 
identical rule. 


Of course no such question arises when the local 
church is incorporated or holds by trustees. The 
State as the sovereign prescribes and defines the 
powers of its creatures, whether they be corporations 
or trustees. An ecclesiastical tribunal is totally 
powerless to dictate to a sovereign State the terms 
of a charter it elects to issue. And. of course, when 
a corporation is formed or trustees are appointed, 
the deed or other instrument in writing by appro- 
priate words conveys the property to it or them to 
ne held for the members ot the congregation. 


Who determines the membership of a local con 
yregation? That depends on whether the spiritual 
or the temporal entity is involved. 


Since Presbytery possesses the sole power to ex 
scind a member for heresy, immoral conduct, or 
other spiritual offense, it determines who are mem- 
bers of the congregation of the spiritual entity it 
creates. Johns Island Presbyterian Church Case, 
supra. But Presbytery possesses no power! whatever 
to determine the members of the temporal local 
church entity called into being by State civil law. 
The recognition by Presbytery of a portion of the 
members of the congregation of such civil entity as 
the true congregation thereof ‘‘can not of itself 
have the slightest effect so far as any question of 
property is involved.” Johns Island Presbyterian 
Church Case, supa, Members ot the local church 
as a civil entity may forfeit their property rights 
therein by secession, but this is a civil matter and 
can be decided by civil courts alone. Johns Island 
Presbyterian Church, supra; Harmon vs. Dreher, 
17 S. C. Equity, 87. 
have the power to determine who are the members 


Hence the civil courts alone 
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of the congregation of a local church as a temporal 
civil entity. 


This is not congregationalism, but pure Presby 
terianism regardless of the views of those who re 
side north of the Mason and Dixon line. One of 
the greatest cases in American ecclesiastical history 
is The Johns Island Presbyterian Church Case, 
supra, decided in 1846. That case demonstrated to 

certainty that Congregationalism as distinguished 
from Presbyterianism relates wholly and solely to 
the difference in ecclesiastical government and 
polity. It further demonstrated that ownership of 
property has no bearing whatever on the question, 
as that is a matter wholly beyond the jurisdiction of 
ecclesiastical tribunals and is to be determined solely 
by civil courts 


Resolutions adopted and other actions taken by 
the various ecclesiastical tribunals of the Presby 
terian Church in the United States, running the en 
tire gamut from the Session through the General 
Assembly, will never serve to place in a Presbytery 
title to a parcel of land of a local church that the 
langusge of the deed unequivocally declares is 
owned by the congregation ot such church. 


‘Those who are seeking to acquire church proper 
ties by ecclesiastical action are veritable tyros. Those 
who planned and carried through the union of the 
\ethodist Churches were not guilty of such folly. 
The deeds conveying the property used by local 
Methodist congregations were not made to trustees 
for such congregations but were made to trustees 
for the denomination, The Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, upon the express trust that the prop 
erty should be “used, kept, maintained and dis 
posed of as a place of Divine worship for the use 
of the ministry and membership of The Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South.” Turbeville vs. Morris, 
203 S. C. 287, 26 S. E. (2d) 821. Such deeds put 
the title to the property squarely in the denomina- 
tion, and left the local congregations without any 
semblance of claim. One thing that clearly emerges 
from the situation in that union is that those in 
control of the denomination were well advised 
legally and they well knew that it took civil action 
in the form of trust deeds to create title in the de 
nomination for local church property rather than 
ecclesiastical action, which would accomplish noth- 
ing. Members of Methodist congregations opposed 
to union did not realize the situation until it was 
too late, and their belated efforts to change the status 
were struck down by the courts. Turbeville vs. 
Morris, supra. Let advocates of Presbytery control 
and organic union go to the members of local Pres- 
hyterian churches and propose that the deeds undet 
which they hold their property be amended so as to 
show that Presbytery is the real owner and they 
who have bought and paid for it are but tenants 
by sufferance, and see how far they will get! 


Centralism in government has bankrupted this 
nation. This demand for ecumenicity is but a mani 
festation of the same pernicious, insidious and de- 
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structive influence in the religious world. What 
America needs is more religion and more vital god- 
liness and less prelacy and priestcraft. Even truer 
than it was the day it was first uttered is the im- 
mortal declaration of Woodrow Wilson that Amer- 
ica will never be saved materially until it is re- 
deemed spiritually. Ecumenicity is a man-made sub- 
stitute for real religion, and as such is a false re- 
deemer that will destroy the spiritual power of the 
church just as surely and effectively as Pharisaism 
destroyed that of the Jewish church. 


ANGLERS 
(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 18 
Under The Surface 


One of the most striking resemblances in fin fish- 
ing to fishing for souls is the fact that nearly all 
of it is done beneath the surface. The fin fisherman 
cannot see what is taking place at the hook, for it 
is away down out of sight. He may have evidence 
of it, seeing his cork bobble or go under, or by feel- 
ing a tug on the line, but the movements of the fish 
are out of sight; and that tug on the line may be 
caused by the hook coming in contact with some- 
thing else than a fish. The fin fisherman simply has 
to plant his lure and hope that the fish will rise 
to it; he is utterly powerless to make the fish swal- 
low the hook. The fish has much to do with that 
itself, in fact about everything. 


In a very real sense this identical thing takes 
place in fishing for souls. The vital action is all 
underneath the surface and out of the fisherman’s 
sight. That is why the Holy Spirit is such an im- 
portant factor in the process; that is why it is utter 
folly to fish without Him. He not only sees all 
that is going on, but He Himself carries the mes- 
sage (which is the “lure’’) down into the heart of 
the prospect. He works below the surface while 
you work and trust above the surface. And of course 
the only way to engage Him in the effort is through 
prayer. Only the Holy Spirit can convict one of 
sin and his need of a Saviour. Only the Holy Spirit 
can regenerate the heart. He is at all times ready 
to do this, but it is God’s plan that you must do 
the “fishing.”” There comes to ANGLERS in the 
mail an unusual story, in that it is a fishing “‘experi- 
ence’ in reverse, It is from one who was “caught,” 
instead of from the fisherman. This is the first in- 
stance in which we are sending a leather-bound 
copy of the Testament for Fishers of Men to the 
“fish” and not to the “‘fisher.”’ 


Dear ANGLERS: 
I believe there is a great work the believer can do 
in faithful, persistent prayer. Therefore | am writ- 


ing my own story for your column, not of my win 
ning someone to Christ, but of someone winning me. 
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| had a friend who prayed for me, In the months 
that she continued to pray daily for me I was 
brought low, turned to the Bible, saw myself a 
sinner, beheld Christ dying for my sins, claimed 
forgiveness through Him, and finally yielded myself 
for His service. My friend had no chance to witness 

the Holy Spirit did. Later she took me to hear 
Dr. Barnhouse, and the Lord gave me an over-all 
view of the Bible and complete assurance of my 
eternal salvation. Now we praise the Lord together 
for what He has wrought, and continue in prayer. 


How I do rejoice that the Journal, which has 
long been a favorite with me, has added your 
column. I do feel that the Lord is using it to build 
up believers, and shall continue to pray for the Staff. 


(Name withheld) 


LIQUOR 


Utopia? 


Iceland is without a single jail or penitentiary, 
or court, and has only one policeman. The system of 
public schools is practically perfect, and every child 
ten years old can read. There are seminaries and 
colleges, newspapers and printing establishments. 
No liquor is permitted to be imported, as all are 
total abstainers. ( Distilleries and breweries, if set up 
there, could not survive.) There are 78,000 people 
on the island. The Fraternal Record 


What a country! 


One excuse given for drinking intoxicants in the 
U.S. A. is ‘“‘the cold weather!” 


The Same Old Story 


From the Chicago Herald-American. Headlines: 


‘Two Boys Die in Crash; Five Hurt; Youths in 
‘Tavern Spree as Military Send-off for Buddy.” 
The lead paragraph says “A gay round of taverns 
as a farewell party for a buddy due for Army assign- 
ment, ended in tragedy for seven youths this morn- 
ing when their speeding car smashed into an abut- 
ment at 83rd Street and Vincennes Avenue. Two 
of the bovs are dead. 


“Five others, suffering multiple fractures and 
other injuries, are in St. George’s Hospital, all in 
critical condition.” 

Why do these things happen over and over 
again? Is it impossible for intelligent people to learn 
by the experience of others?’ Why do we tolerate 
taverns which are productive of such tragedies? If 
a monkey burns his hand on a hot stove he will 
never touch it again. The human race burns its 
hands repeatedly and always comes back for more. 


Clipshe et. 
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THE TITHE 


Two Surprises 


If any Christian who has never tried it will make 
the experiment, conscientiously following it through 
to the end in prosperity and in adversity, we pre 
dict for him two surprises. First, he will be astonish 
ed at the increased amount which he is enabled by 
this method to give to the Lord’s work, and, 
ondly, he will be astonished at the increased spiritual 
and temporal prosperity which the Lord will give 
to him. For observe that here is an instance where 
the Lord actually makes a challenge t 
and sets up a test case, saying, ‘ ad me now. 
Taking this Scripture in connection with others, we 
tind that there are two points to be demonstrated. 


» his pe -ople, 


1. That faithful and proportionate giving will 
be rewarded with super-abundant spiritual blessing 
The statement does not require proof, since experi 
ence has stamped it already as an axiom, Other 
things being equal, that Christian who opens the 
broadest outlet for charity, will find the widest inlet 
for the Spirit. The health of a human body depends 
upon its exhalations as well as upon its inhalations. 
It is reported that a boy who was to personate a 
shining cherub in a play, on being covered over with 
a coating of gold-leaf, which entirely closed the 
pores of the skin, died in consequence, before reliet 
could be afforded. Woe to the Christian who gets 
so gold-leafed over with his wealth that the pores 
of his sympathy are shut, and the outgoings of his 
charity restrained. He is thenceforth dead spiritual 
lv, though he may have a name to live. 


2. That faithful and proportionate giving 
which is another name for tithing, will be rewarded 
with abundant temporal prosperity. This is a saying 
hard to be received, but it has the emphatic support 
of Scripture. ““Honor the Lord with thy substance 
and with the first fruits of all thine increase; so 
shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses 
shall burst out with new wine” (Prov. 3:9,10). 
This is but one specimen of many from the Old 
Testament. “Give, and it shall be given unto you; 
good measure, pressed down and shaken together, 
and running over, shall men give into your bosom’ 
(Luke 6:38). Do we believe these words of out 
Lord? and can we question that they refer to abun- 
dant temporal returns in recompense for abundant 
giving 2—A. J. Gordon. 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


‘his is the twenty-fifth article of a series by 


Bs lr. N. Talmage, B.E. 


The Exact Time And Place 
Of The Garden Of Eden 


As far back as we have records, men have been 
speculating upon the location of the Garden of 
Eden; and as the Bible has no over-all system of 
dating, men have attempted to calculate the year of 
the creation of Adam and Eve by piecing together 
bits of information gathered here and there through- 
out the Bible. As no uniform result has been reach- 
ed, even those who accept the Bible as trustworthy 
are now generally inclined to think that the Biblical 
data is incomplete. We need much more light from 
outside sources before we can date accurately the 
creation of mankind in years before Christ. 


In this column with the help of facts explained 
in preceding columns, we can locate the Garden ex- 
actly, but we must give the time, not in years, but 
in relation to the polar path and to those cores taken 
from the ooze of the North Atlantic Ocean. After 
all, this is the best way, for it is to these two time 
measurements, that we must relate all events of the 
old stone-age and of the early civilization of Meso- 
potamia. 


From the very beginning of the series we have 
stated that the Garden of Eden must be placed at 
the time of the lowest Arctic layer (1) of the north 
Atlantic cores. This was laid down during the first 
whorl of the counter-clockwise contracting polar 
path of the Wisconsin-Wurms glacial phase. Of 
course we have no archeological proof of the Gar- 
den, for it was buried under many feet of silt in 
the life-time of Adam. Because of the combination 
ot two phenomena, moist climate and low sea-level, 
we know positively that Eden was contemporaneous 
with a time of glacial advance in Europe. As men 
are known to have been living during the time of 
the upper three Arctic layers (II, III, IV) of the 
north Atlantic cores, it does not take the wisdom 
of Solomon to assign the Garden of Eden to the 
time of the first (1) Arctic laver. 


PHENOMENON |, Moist CLIMATE. 


The laws of meteorology demand a cool moist 
climate in most of the Near East when the north 
pole was in the eastern Atlantic. Arabia must have 
had copious rains over much of its area, with many 
streams flowing eastward from its western moun- 
tains. Among these was the river Pishon, which 
Howed across the plateau of Havilah, and then down 
a canyon to the present head of the Persian Gulf. 
Its upper reaches are now represented by a seasonal 
stream, called El] Rimma, and its lower reaches by 
the canyon, Al Batin. Dr. John Bright of Union 
Cheological Seminary, informs me that it is barely 
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possible that “Batin’’ and “Pishon” may _ have 
originally come from the same verbal root. There 
are signs of ancient gold diggings near the water 


shed of El Rimma. 


Two of the rivers of Eden, the Euphrates and the 
Hiddekel (‘Tigris are still flowing in spite of the 
present more arid conditions. ‘The Gihon as describ- 
ed in the Bible was a moist climate stream, a com- 
bination of two rivers now separated, the Kharkat 
from the old home of the Kassites (Cush) and the 
Karen which now flows into the Persian Gulf. 


PHENOMENON I], Low Sea-Leve.. 


In article number 20 it was noted that there were 
two kinds of pluvial climates, temperate and trop 
ical. These are often distinguished by faunal re 
mains, but in the case of Eden they can be better 
differentiated by the heights of sea-level. In a tropical 
rh and lower Mesopo 


pluvial the sea-level was hi 





tamia must have been partly submerged and partly 
a marsh, while the four rivers must have flowed 
separately into the Persian Gulf. These conditions 
do not fit the description of the Bible. 


In a cold pluvial, there was a low sea-level, in 
which case the four rivers must have joined to flow 
down an emerged valley to a very contracted Persian 
Gulf. The four rivers became four heads as the 
Bible records. On the banks of this emerged fertile 
land, it is related that God planted a garden. Thus 
we are sure that the Biblical Garden of Eden was 
contemporaneous with a glacial advance in Europe, 
and this advance must have been that of Wurms | 
of the Alps or Arctic | of the Atlantic ooze. 

How did this wonderfully accurate account of 
Mesopotamia in the glacial ages get into the Bible? 
Please let me hear from you. | wrote asking this 
question of an expert in the Yale Divinity School. 


What do vou think he said ? 
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 9 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Christians War 


(Temperance ) 


Background Scripture: Romans 14:13-21; 
I Corinthians 9:24-27; Ephesians 6:10-20. 
Devotional Reading: Proverbs 4:10-19. 


The Christian’s War is a war against sin and evil, ali those forces both in his own soul and in the world 
that are at enmity with God. It is a “Holy War’; a spiritual warfare. Sometimes the Church has _for- 
gotten this and has taken the sword of men instead of the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God. 
The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty. Jesus said: They that take the sword shall perish 
with the sword. The Church at times has made the same mistake which Peter made when he drew a sword 


and cut off the ear of a servant of the high priest; 
it has used the sword of the state, a material or po- 
litical weapon, and has suftered the consequences. 
The wars which were fought in the name of the 
Church and dubbed “Holy Wars” left a hatred in 
the hearts of the people in the Middle East which 
has never been overcome. It is almost impossible to 
win Mohammedans to the Christian faith and the 
“sword of Mohammed” and his fanatical followers 
has slain thousands of Christians. 


In Proverbs +:10-19 we are given some sound 
advice: “Enter not into the path of the wicked, and 
go not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by 
it, turn from it, and pass away.” (This is very 
sound advice for those who are tempted by strong 
drink: Let it alone: and also for all young people 
who have not as vet been tempted One part ot 
our war against sin and evil is to take no part in it. 
This is the negative side. It is well stated for us in 
the first Psalm: “Blessed is the man that walketh 
not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in 
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
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scornful.”” There is the positive side. We are to 
walk in the way of wisdom; in right paths, for the 
path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day. In Psalms 1: 
“But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in 
his law doth he meditate day and night.” 


But sin and evil will not let us alone. The heart 
of man is deceitful and desperately wicked. The 
world in which we live is a world full of sin, 
largely under the power of the evil one. Our ad- 
versary as a roaring lion walketh about seeking 
whom he may devour. These facts make it necessary 
for us to fight. Life becomes a battlefield and we 
need all the strength that God can give, “simply to 
live, my brother, simply to live.” 


I. Our Brother's Keepers, Or Causing Others 
To Stumble: Romans 14:13-21. 


We are to consider the welfare of our fellow- 
soldiers, and do nothing to ‘‘offend”’ them. I know 
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a veteran who came in contact with the wrong kind 
of a chaplain during his stay in the army. He lost 
confidence in all preachers, | think, and lost interest 
in the Church. Thanks to a fine Christian wife he 
has regained this interest, but that chaplain was a 
stumbling-block to him and almost wrecked his 
spiritual life. We can cause our brother to stumble. 
It was true in Paul’s day; it is still true. 1 write to 
one of our men in Germany. He says that it is 
harder to live a Christian life there than it would 
be on the firing line in Korea. ‘The men have so 
much time on their hands, and say: What is there 
to do, if you do not drink and carouse? He and 
another fine Christian were of much help to each 
other. We can help our fellow-soldiers as well as 
cause them to stumble. 


Paul, in this selection from Romans, is warning 
us about our influence upon others. The question 
was over meats ottered to idols. The strong Chris 
tians felt that they could eat such meat without 
sinning, for they knew that an idol was nothing, 
but there were those who had recently been con 
verted from heathen beliefs and practices, and these 
would be “offended” by eating such meat. Paul 
urges the stronger ones to refrain for the sake of 
their weaker brother. 


We have many ‘weaker brothers” when it comes 
to the matter of drinking in our day. There are 
millions of wretched alcoholics and many young 
men and women who are in danger of becoming 
addicts to strong drink. Is it too much to ask of 
other Christians that they refrain absolutely because 
of these weaker ones? You may have self-control 
enough to stop before you have taken one too many 
(I believe very firmly that ONE is one too many), 
and you may be able to drink without becoming 
slave to it, although you never know that to be 
true, but your influence may lead another to start 
on the road to a drunkard’s grave. Surely no think 
ing Christian can take the chance of causing such a 
tragedy in another’s life! 


Why do most of our popular and leading maga- 
zines continue to carry glowing advertisements of 
whiskey and beer? Do these publishers not know 
that they are causing many to be led into a habit 
that will ruin them, body, mind and soul? We 
know, of course, that it is the money that makes 
them commit this crime against society. 


Why do our legislators in Raleigh and other 
places pursue their foolish course? They will pass a 
law prohibiting the sale of fireworks because a few 
houses are burned or a few people injured, and re 
fuse to let the people vote on whether they want 
whiskey or not, when the whiskey is destroying 
thousands of homes and ruining thousands of lives. 
They will easily pass a law about mad-dogs, while 
they allow mad-men, crazed or stupefied by strong 
drink, to murder hundreds upon our highways. 
Crooked thinking and the love of money is at the 
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bottom of this folly, for the things they do fail to 
“make sense.” 


We need a clean and strong army to fight the 
evils of our day. Each one of us can be “Our 
Brother’s Keeper,” helping and encouraging; never 
causing him to stumble. 


Il. Keeping Ourselves “Temperate in all 
things”: 1 Corinthians 9 :24-27. 


Paul was fond of drawing his illustrations from 
the battlefield or the athletic field. This one is 
drawn from the latter. He uses the runner in a race 
to illustrate the need of keeping our bodies under 
control. The man who runs a race has to “keep 
under” his body, keep in training, if he hopes to 
win in the race. 


In the preceding verses he has been telling of his 
ettorts to “be all things to all men” if by all means 
he might save some. He does all these things tor 
the Gospel’s sake. In Verses 24-27 he speaks of the 
necessity of keeping fit himself, of keeping his body 
under control, lest after preaching to others, he him- 
self should be rejected. We are not only to be our 
brother’s keepers Dut keepers of our own lives and 
characters. Preachers are accused sometimes of being 
so busy looking after other people that they fail in 
their own homes and in their own lives. This is en- 
tirely possible. ‘“‘Look to yourselves,” says John, and 
Paul would have us do likewise. 


The athlete running an earthly race receives an 
earthly, corruptible crown. Our goal is an in 
corruptible one. ‘To win such a crown we must be 
temperate in all things. I have never seen a preacher 
drink strong drink, much less drink too much, but 
| have seen some who ate too much, and I am among 
that number. It is hard to be temperate in this mat- 
ter of eating when you are invited to some home 
where the table is loaded with delicious food. A 
man who was to run a race would have to refrain. 
‘There are many ways in which we can be in- 
temperate. 


11. Putting On The Armor: 
Ephesians 6:10-20. 


A soldier needs strength and courage. A good 
soldier of Jesus Christ must be strong: “Be strong 
in the Lord and in the power of His might. He 
needs supernatural strength for he is facing a tre- 
mendous foe. His enemy is not flesh and blood, but 
principalities and powers and world rulers, the 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places. Our 
foes are unseen, but real and mighty. It is true that 
flesh and blood men are used to help, but the 
‘“master-minds” behind this conflict are the ones 
Paul is warning us against. When some crime wave 
sweeps over the land the I°.B.I. looks for the man, 
or men, behind the scenes. They know that it is not 
enough to arrest some of the minor criminals; they 
are but the agents of the “higher-ups.” Paul is ask- 
ing us to look at our real enemies and see how strong 
they are 
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“The wiles of the devil” is an apt and expressive 
phrase to describe the methods of the ‘‘master-mind” 
behind the evil forces of the world. Some wicked 
people are stupid; Satan is never stupid; he is ex- 


tremely shrewd and cunning. Our wisdom is no 
match for his. Perhaps no book in the Bible de- 
scribes for us more fully his activity than the Book 
of Job. Here we see our adversary using all his 
skill, But all through the Bible the “trail of the 
serpent” is seen, and it is a crooked and cruel and 
cunning trail. He knows how to tempt. He used all 
his subtlety in the Garden of Eden and also in the 
Wilderness. He knows how to seduce, to mislead, 
corrupt and falsify. He is a master hand at setting 
traps and snares. He is an expert when it comes to 
propaganda, and in our day he knows how to use 
the radio and television. 


We must put on the whole armor of God, not 
leaving off a single piece. 

We need Truth, for we are fighting the father 
of lies. He has had long experience for he has been 
a liar from the beginning. We think of some of the 





liars of today but none of them can compete with 
the master liar. 


We need Righteousness ; a righteousness that will 
stand the test, for we are fighting all the powers of 
unrighteousness. Our righteousness will not do, for 
it is but filthy rags. We must be clothed in the 
righteousness of Christ. 


We need the gospel of Peace, for our adversary 
is the great disturber and war-monger of all ages; 
he keeps the world in turmoil and strife and con- 
fusion. 


We must have the shield of faith, for “Faith is 
the Victory.”’ The fiery darts of the wicked fall off 
and leave us unscathed. 

The helmet of salvation is as necessary for us as 
the steel helmet for our men in Korea with the 
bursting shells all around. The Sword of the Spirit 
is our great offensive weapon. We must pray; “each 
piece put on with prayer.”’ We must watch as 
Gideon's 300 men were on the alert as they drank 
at the stream, or as we watch the skies for bombers. 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 9 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 





“Will You Marry Me?” 


WorRSHIP SERVICE: 


Hymn—‘Stand Up, Stand Up For Jesus.” 
Invocation. 

Hymn—‘‘Saviour, Like A Shepherd Lead Us.” 
Announcements. 
Scripture: Ephesians 5: 
Prayer. 

Offering. 

Hymn—‘He Leadeth Me.” 


2-33. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


The program topics are chosen by the officers and 
leaders of our Presbyterian Youth Fellowship on 
the Assembly level, and are sent down to us for our 
use. The one for tonight gives us an opportunity to 
look into the whole question of marriage from a 
Christian and biblical point of view. We had the 
subject introduced last week as we considered the 
matter of dating, but tonight we'll go into it more 
thoroughly, for it is a vitally important theme for 
all of us. First of all, let’s examine the request. 


First Speaker: 


“Will you marry me?’ Sometimes these words 
are spoken lightly and with no real understanding 
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of what is involved, but we want to see what they 
really imply for our own hearts. The request, de- 
spite the fact that “leap year” is considered an ex- 
ception, normally is made by the fellow. It isn’t 
considered exactly appropriate for the girl to pop 
the question, so she just has to wait to be asked. 
We've called it a request rather than a question, 
for it is more than a mere academic query. It is a 
request on the part of a man in which he asks a girl 
to give up her name, her own way of life and pat- 
tern of living, to take his name, become subject to 
his authority, and adjust her life to his. In short, he 
is requesting her to give herself to him, to be his 
companion and helpmeet, to bear his children, care 
for his home, and subordinate her desires and ambi- 
tions to his. The Bible is very specific as regarding 
the husband’s position as head of the house. Listen: 
“But | would have you know, that ... the head of 
the woman is the man ... for the man is not of the 
woman, but the woman of the man. Neither was the 
man created for the woman; but the woman for the 
man.’ Someone has wisely said of woman, that “‘she 
was not taken from man’s head that she should rule 
over him; nor from his feet, that she should be his 
slave; but from his side that she might be his con- 
stant companion, and from near his heart that he 
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might love and protect her.”’ God has a plan tor 
marriage, and it still involves, no matter what the 
modern attitude may be, the headship of the man 
and the submission of the woman within the mar- 
riage relation. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Certainly the request, “Will you marry me?”, is 
one of serious consequence, and should be carefully 
and prayerfully considered in the light of what is 
involved. Too many are lightly entering into the 
marriage relation, and the result is a tragic increase 
in the divorce rate, with broken homes and dis- 
torted lives an inevitable fruit. In view of the ser- 
ious nature of the request, let’s consider for a mo- 
ment the response. 


Second Speaker: 


The response on the part of the girl to the re- 
quest made by the boy must be governed by the 
facts as well as by the feelings. It goes without say- 
ing that no Christian girl has a right to say “ves” 
to a boy who is not a Christian. Often there are 
those who feel that it is all right to marry them 
and then try to convert them, but it doesn’t work 
that way and God has expressly forbidden a Chris- 
tian to marry one who is unsaved. But suppose this 
problem does not exist, and the question has been 
asked, ‘““Will you marry me?” What response is to 
be made? Can a girl simply say: “I love him, and 
that’s all that matters?” No. Love is necessary, and 
marriage apart from love is a travesty, but love 
alone is not enough. It must be a love within the 
will and plan of God; that hears God’s “yes” be- 
fore uttering its own. It must be a love that is will- 
ing to “honor and obey”; that is willing to pay the 
price in the denial of self and submission of heart 
and life to the way and will of another. A marriage 
lightly made will readily be broken, but one fash- 
ioned in a spirit of reverence and upon a foundation 
of faith and obedience to the Lord will endure. God 
has indeed blessed and sanctified marriage, but onl 
within the realm of His own plan for marriage. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


A wise counselor, in speaking to a group of Chris 
tian girls, advised them, saying: “God has a plan 
for your life, and if it includes a man for your life, 
be sure and wait until God sends him along.” 
When a girl says “ves” to the man of God's own 
choosing, she may be assured of a life of love and 
happiness within the will of God. 


We've considered the request, and the response, 


but let us go one step further and carefully ex 
amine the relationship. 


Third Speaker: 


Some may have reached the false conclusion from 
what has been said that marriage is all give on the 
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part of the girl, and all take on the part of the boy. 
Such is not the case. Others may have adopted the 
foolish notion that marriage is a “fifty-fifty” propo- 
sition, as we ordinarily hear it described. This too 
is false. Marriage is a 100 percent give both ways! 
Anything less is not according to God’s plan for 
marriage. A marriage that is all give on the one 
hand, and all take on the other, will be a lop-sided 
affair. A marriage that is “fifty-fiftv” will set up 
an “accounting” system, and if the “‘books” don’t 
balance there will be trouble! But a marriage on 
God's plan of 100 percent give both ways, is always 
in perfect balance! The illustration that God has 
given concerning this plan is that of the relation of 
Christ and His Bride, the Church. The Church is 
absolutely subject to the sovereign will of Jesus 
Christ, her glorious Head. His will is law, but His 
law is love. The Church belongs to Him as His 
Bride, and is to “love, honor, and obey.” On the 
other hand, Christ gave Himself for His Church! 
‘Having loved His own which were in the world, 
He loved them to the end.” The great mission of 
our Lord was to claim His Bride, and to purchase 
Her for His own with His precious blood, and now 
She belongs to Him forever. Did you notice the 
comparison in our Scripture Lesson for tonight? 
‘For the husband is the head of the wife, even as 
Christ is head of the church therefore as the 
church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to 
their own husbands in everything. Husbands, love 
your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, 
and gave himself for it ... For this cause shall a 
man leave his father and mother, and shall be 
joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one 
flesh.”’ The husband is to love his wife and give 
himself for her, and the wife is to love her husband 
and give herself to him—100 percent give both 
ways! This is God’s plan for a Christian marriage, 
and is the only basis for a right relationship. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Surely no wite would mind being in subjection to 
a husband who loves as Christ loves, and no hus 
band will find it difficult to so love a wife com- 
pletely devoted and ever faithful to him. May God 
give us more such Christian marriages. 
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Church News 





Dr. S. Hugh Bradley 
Appointed Field Secretary 


The Board of World Missions takes pleasure in 
announcing the acceptance by the Rev. S. Hugh 
Bradley, Th.D., of the important position of Field 
Secretary. In this capacity he succeeds such promi 
nent representatives of the cause as Dr. James O. 
Reavis and the late Dr. Egbert W. Smith, whose 
fruitful labors in behalf of missions are well known 
throughout our communion. It is expected that Dr. 
Bradley will enter upon his new duties as a member 
of the World Mission Staff about September 1. 


By every antecedent and endowment Dr. Bradley 
is admirably qualified for the position to which he 
has been called. Born at Kuling, China, the son of 
missionary parents, he has, from his earliest child- 
hood, been reared in the missionary tradition. His 
father, the late Dr. John Wilson Bradley, was one 
of the outstanding medical missionaries of the past 
generation, known especially for his significant ser- 
vice in establishing and developing the hospital at 
Sutsien, China. It was the example of his parents, 
no doubt, which in later years caused the son to 
offer himself for missionary service, though he was 
prevented by providential circumstances from ful- 
filling this purpose. His great zeal for the mis 
sionary cause has never flagged; and through his in- 
fluence in the pulpit, in conference work, and in 
personal contact with people of all ages he has fos- 
tered a wider interest in missions and the commit- 
ment of life and means to the cause. 


In 1946 Dr. Bradley was appointed by the Gen- 
eral Assembly to membership on the Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions, and he has con- 
tinued as a member of the Board without interrup- 
tion ever since. The value of his work has been re- 
cognized by the Board in his appointment as Chair- 
man of the important Committee on Candidates 
ind Recruits. 


In 1948 Dr. Bradley was elected by the Execu 
tive Committee cf Foreign Missions to be its repre 
entative on a joint deputation to our several mis- 
sion fields in the Far East sponsored by the two 
Boards, U.S.A. and U. S. Through the generous 
action of the Session of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Decatur, Ga., he was given a four 
months’ leave of absence. From San Francisco, 
Calif., in October 1948 he proceeded by air to 
Shanghai, China, where he attended the meeting of 
the General Assembly of the Church of Christ in 
China, speaking with great effectiveness to the 
commissioners. After a period of approximately six 
weeks in China studying the various phases of our 
work, followed by sojourns of three or four weeks 
each in Japan and Korea, he returned to the United 
States in January, 1949. 
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Dr. Bradley was educated at Davidson College 
and Union Theological Seminary. He received his 
B.A. from Davidson in 1923; and Union Seminary 
has conferred upon him the following degrees: B.D., 
1927; Th.M., 1928; and Th.D., in 1935. He was 
ordained in 1927 by West Hanover Presbytery and 
has had a rich experience in the pastorate, having 
served successively at Rapidan, Va.; Roanoke Ra- 
pids, N. C.; the Knox Church of Norfolk, Va.; the 
Second Church of Charleston, §. C.; and the First 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur, Ga. 


While Dr. Bradley’s specific duties with the 
Board are not yet fully defined it is expected that 
he will divide his time between speaking before 
Churches, Conferences, Presbyteries, Synods, and 
other gatherings, and carrying certain administra- 
tive responsibilities in the Nashville (Tenn.) Office, 
probably with special relation to fields in the Far 
East. The Board has been in negotiation with Dr. 
Bradley over a period of five years in an effort to 
secure his services, and is gratified that its im- 
portunity has at last been rewarded. It is with deep 
satisfaction that it commends Dr. Bradley to the 
whole Church for its confidence and prayerful sup 
port. 


Concord Presbytery 


Concord Presbytery held its summer meeting tn 
the First Presbyterian Church, Statesville on Tues- 
day, July 14th. Elder R. D. Grier of Statesville 
was the Moderator and presided throughout the 
day. ‘Two ministers were received into the Presby- 
tery and commissions appointed for their installa- 
tion. Rev. Richard V. Powell, Jr. coming from 
Kanawa Presbytery will be installed in the John 
Calvin Church in Salisbury in an afternoon service 
on August 2nd. Rev. Louis P. Metts will be in 
stalled in the Franklin Church, Salisbury, at a date 
to be determined. Mr. Metts comes from the Bethel 
Presbytery in South Carolina where he had a pas 
torate near Fork, S. C. 


- 


Rev. R. F. Kepler, pastor of the Back Creek 
Church at Mt. Ulla was elected Moderator nomi 
nee for the fall meeting of the Presbytery which 
will be held in the Back Creek Church on October 
13th. 


Members of the Presbytery were invited to 
attend the two hundredth anniversary celebration 
planned by the First Church in Statesville. This 
celebration to take place on September the 13th. A 
part of the celebration will be a pageant portraying 
something of the history of the Church since its 


beginning in 1753. 

Mr. Ralph Underwood, a candidate for the min- 
istry, was transferred to the Favetteville Presbytery 
where he will become the Minister ot Education in 
the Highlands Church in Favetteville. 
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Three young men were examined and received 
under the care of the Presbytery as candidates for 
the Ministry. They were: Elmer Lee Chaney, Jr., 
of the First Church, Concord; James Crockett Me- 


Pherson of the Taylorsville Church; and Albert 
Thornwell Williams, Jr., of Little Joe’s Church, 
Barium Springs. 


Rev. R. C. Clontz offered his resignation as pas- 
tor of the Belk Memorial and Sweetwater Churches 
at Hickory which was accepted. 


A Commission reported the completion of the 
organization of the Old Providence Presbyterian 
Church near the Woodleaf section of Rowan Coun 
ty with approximately thirty charter members. Mr. 
R. M. Cochran is serving this new Church as tem- 
porary pastor, 


Vontgomery Presbytery 


Montgomery Presbytery met in the Glasgow 
Presbyterian Church on July 14, 1953, with 34 
ministers and 57 ruling elders present. Rev. W. R 
Sengel, of the Tyler Memorial Church of Radford, 
was elected Moderator. 


Peter Carlisle Adamson, of the Fincastle Church, 
was received under the care of the Presbytery as a 
Candidate for the Ministry. 


Mr. Clarence E. Davidson, of the Clifton Forge 
Church was received under the care of the Presby- 
tery as a Candidate for the Ministry and licensed to 
preach, 


Candidate Harry P. Mitchell was received, by 
letter, from Albemarle Presbytery, licensed to 
preach, and arrangements made for his installation 
as pastor of the Campbell Memorial Church of 
Vinton, 


Rev. Glen A. Williams was received by letter 
trom Memphis Presbytery and arrangements made 
tor his installation as pastor of the Churches of 
Blue Ridge, Claudville, and Danube, of Patrick 
County. 


Rev. W. Graham Wood was nominated to be 
our next Moderator. 


A Memorial Service for the late Dr. Robert A. 
Lapsley, Jr., was held at the close of the Presby 
tery. E. W. Smith, Stated Clerk. 


Report Of Meeting Of 


Winston-Salem Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem held its Sum- 
mer Adjourned Meeting at the Sparta Church, of 
which Mr. R. E. Hilderbrandt is the student suppl) 
pastor, I'wenty ministers and twenty ruling elders 
were enrolled. Candidate William R. Link conduct 


JULY 29,1953 





ed the devotional service. The meeting was called 
to order and presided over by the Moderator, Rev. 
Chester Denham. Candidate William R. Link was 
received from the Presbytery of South Carolina, 
examined for licensure and ordination. He was li- 
censed by Presbytery and a Commission appointed 
to ordain and install him as Pastor of the Fairmont 
and Meadowview Churches of Lexington. The pas 
toral relationship between the Rev. Sinclair Tebo 
and the Reynolda Church was dissolved. Mr. 
Woodrow McKay, Jr., son of Ruling Elder Wood- 
row McKay, of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Lexington, was received under the care of Presby- 
tery as a Candidate for the Gospel Ministry; he 
will enter Union Theological Seminary in Virginia 
this fall. Mr. E. B. Eldridge, Principal of the Glade 
Valley School, announced the completion of two 
new buildings—a Girls’ Dormitory and Adminis- 
tration Building—and also plans for a Glade Val- 
ley Day to be held on September 26, to which both 
men and women from the Presbyteries of Winston- 
Salem and Orange will be invited. The new build- 
ings have been furnished to a large extent and will 
provide the School with splendid facilities for a 
larger work in the future. The Presbytery was most 
delightfully entertained by the Sparta Church, 
which is one of the most progressive Home Mission 
Churches; improvements have recently been made 
in the Church Building and a new Manse built. 
Presbytery adjourned to meet in regular Stated 
Meeting on October 13, 1953, at the Sanday Ridge 
Church. J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 
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tian principles can safely guide our youth. Chris- 
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